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Today’s face of piracy is far from 
romantic

• They steal, maim, take hostages and kill innocent 
sailors

• Endanger navigation by leaving uncontrolled 
vessels underway 



United Nations Convention of Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Defines piracy as violence on the high seas beyond 
any state’s 12 nautical mile maritime territory



The International Maritime Bureau 
(IMB) defines piracy as: 

“any act of boarding where attempting to board any 
ship with intent to commit theft or any other crime 
and with the intent or capacity to use force in the 
furtherance of that act”



South East Asia

• Most robberies at sea occur within the 12 mile limit
• Such instances not legally classified as piracy but 

“sea robbery”, which the naval forces of the 
countries concerned should tackle  



IMB figures – 1 Jan to 30 June 
2004



South East Asia – 1 Jan to 30 
June 2004

Actual attacks
• Boarding – 56
• Hijacking – 7

Attempted attacks
• Fired upon – 7
• Attempted - 22



Types of Attack

• Attacks at anchorage
• Attacks when vessels are underway
• Attacks to steal the entire vessel and cargo



Types of Robbers and Pirates

• Thieves 
• Determined robbers / gangs
• Crime syndicates



Target Vessels

• Fishing boats
• Yachts
• Tugs and barges
• Self propelled vessels



Targets

• Humans for ransom
• Hulls for scrap
• Rice and sugar
• Palm oil
• Steel, aluminium ingots etc
• Consumer goods including paper and wood 

products



Piracy and Armed Robbery – 1 
Jan to 30 June 2004





Recent Incidents

Malacca Straits
• 5/1/04 – Product tanker “Cherry 201” attacked and 

hijacked
• 2/2/04 – Malayan fishing boat attacked by pirates
• 11/6/04 – Indonesian product tanker “Permatang” 

attacked and hijacked

Indonesia
• 9/2/04 – Tug “Singsing Mariner” and barge “Kapuas 

68” hijacked by armed pirates



Tugs and Barges – why are more 
disappearing?

• Lower free board on tugs
• Spend more time at anchorage
• Fleeting problems when barge left unattended
• Crew often local and suspect or give information 

away
• Move slower when towing
• Strip for valuables and easy to dispose of



Tracking Systems

• ShipLoc
• International Vessel Tracking System
• Purple Finder
• Ocean Alert SSAS
• Meridian MVN
• Insight USA

Most Web based systems
Linked to Inmarsat - GPS



Secure Ship



Recent Developments

• Fear that the Malacca Straits with its high level of 
piracy will jeopardize security of littoral states

• Recent launch of maritime patrol agreement 
between Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore



International Ship and Port Facility 
Code (ISPS Code)

ISPS Code
• Ship security
• Port facility security
• Coordination

Ship security
• Each ship must have security officer 
• An alarm system
• A method of identifying all on board
• Other precautions 



Fears – piracy will lead to possible 
terrorism threat

• The use of ships to carry weapons and other 
dangerous goods 

• Ships targeted as terrorist attack
• Use of ships to disrupt shipping lanes or port 

facilities



Case Study

Tug : “Singsing Mariner”

Barge : “Kapuas 68”

Voyage : Satui, South Kalimantan                                              
Butterworth, Malaysia

Cargo : 3,000 metric tons Crude 
Palm Oil (CPO) in bulk

Invoice Value: US$1,500,000

Incident : Tug and barge taken by 
pirates on 9th February 2004.



Tug and Barge





Case Study
Initial Notification

• 29/1/04  - Consignments loaded onboard tanker barge 
“Kapuas 68” at Satui, South Kalimantan

•16/2/04  - Early evening Brokers receive notification 
that vessel hijacked and Insurer notified

•17/2/04  - CTC Services appointed by Insurer  

•contact established with IMB

•full details of tug and barge passed to IMB

• cargo insurers put up reward of 
US$30,000.00

• IMB special Alert and Broadcast issued late 
in the evening of 17/2/04



IMB ALERT AND BROADCAST









Events Leading up to Loss
• 9/2/04  - Tug and barge boarded by pirate.  5 crew from    
(early barge and 5 out of 10 crew from tug (excluding 
morning) master) transferred to wooden vessel 

(between Bintan Island and Linga Island)

•10/2/04  - 5 crew taken from tug landed at Tanjung Pinang. 
(evening) 

•11/2/04  - 5 crew taken from barge cast ashore at Menasak 
Island and found local people. 

• 12/2/04 - Wooden vessel grounded near Menasak Island, 
Police notified by local and pirates subsequently 
arrested.

• 13/2/04 - IMB receive notification of pirate attack from 
Third Parties (unable to act on information)

• 14/2/04 - IMB receive official notification of pirates attack 
from tug/barge owners and authorities notified.



Location of Tug and Barge
• 14/3/04 - Shipowner receives information that tug and barge 

located at Tubsakee district, Prachuabkirikar District, 
Southern Thailand - Tug and barge re-named “Tyson” 

and “Tyson V”                        

• 17/3/04 - Received information that less than 200mt of solidified 
CPO remaining on board.

• 18/3/04 - Tug and barge being towed to Sattship Marine 
Police Station near Bangkok

• 24/3/04 - Cargo surveyor allowed to attend on board

• 17/4/04 - Tug and barge allowed to leave Thailand bound 
for Pontianak for repairs

• 29/4/04 - Remaining solidified cargo sold for minimal salvage 



Recent Unconfirmed Quote 
Published In Marine E-Newsletter

“The ICC International Maritime Bureau (IMB) has 
denied allegations by the Indonesian navy that it 
has been exaggerating reports of piracy in the 
Malacca Strait.  AN IMB spokesman said, “We get 
millions of complaints like this every day”.

Thank You
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