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The container vessel “Ever Given” grounded in the 
Suez Canal at about 0540 UTC on 23 March 2021 
while transiting northbound (with two canal pilots 
onboard) through the canal en route Rotterdam, 
Netherlands. Fortunately, all 25 crew are safe and 
accounted for and currently there have been no 
reports of pollution or cargo damage.

Ongoing efforts are underway to safely refloat the 
vessel and re-open the canal to marine traffic.

From a marine insurance perspective, this incident is 
unlikely to impact significantly on cargo claims as insurance cover does not usually include 
delays. Depending on the detail of the policy, insurance is also unlikely to cover damage to cargo 
caused by a delay. However, if damage caused by delay is included, this might also affect cargo 
on other vessels impacted by the closure of the canal. Should the re-floating process be 
successful within the next few days and traffic in the canal can resume, spoiled cargo would be 
unlikely, however. The time factor will be critical.

The relevant hull & machinery (H&M) and cargo interests, or their insurers, will likely be 
responsible for the cost of the salvage operations and any General Average costs that may be 
incurred.

Other claims, including loss of vessel hire or damage to the canal itself are likely to be directed to 
the protection & indemnity (P&I) or other specialist insurer.   

 

Richard Turner, IUMI President comments:

“From a wider perspective, marine underwriters are continuously assessing the 
changing profile of the risks they insure. The trend for larger container vessels has 
highlighted a number of potential issues such as compromised maneuverability in high 
winds, an increasing number of onboard fires, challenges surrounding salvage, and 
the lack of availability of suitable repair facilities. Underwriters need to be aware of 
this.”   
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Further information from:

Katerina Dimitropoulos , Navigate PR (London)

T: +44 (0)20 3326 8463                     

E: kdimitropoulos@navigatepr.com  

 
Notes to editors:

The International Union of Marine Insurance (IUMI) represents 45 national and marine market 
insurance and reinsurance associations. Operating at the forefront of marine risk, it gives a unified 
voice to the global marine insurance market through effective representation and lobbying 
activities. As a forum for the exchange of ideas and best practice, IUMI works to raise standards 
across the industry and provides opportunities for education and the collection and publication of 
industry statistics. IUMI is headquartered in Hamburg and traces its roots back to 1874.

More information can be found at www.iumi.com
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